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Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

December 31, 2016
The title of today’s sermon is: “In Remembrance of Me”

Let us seek God’s guidance as we pray,
Turn to Luke 22:14-19
“And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him.  And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.  And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.  And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.” 
“… in remembrance of me.”  

Jesus said, “With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer:”

I try to imagine what the disciples were thinking. Throughout the three and ½ years that Jesus was with them, He often referred to a time when He would need to suffer, be killed and then be raised the third day. That message was always so negative and I believe most of them dismissed it from their understanding, and chose rather to dwell on His kingdom that would come. They believed that it would be set up while Jesus was with them.
We know that most of them were jockeying for a high position in this new kingdom and were hoping they were highly favored by Jesus, so as to get a key post in His administration. Desiring to be in a position of authority with its associated power always appeals to the pride of an individual. We are aware that this was an ongoing problem as the two extroverts, James and John, appealed to Jesus for special consideration. 

We read about it in Mark 10:35-41 “And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?  And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John.”  

The other ten were infuriated with the “sons of thunder,” a nickname they earned as always ready to fight for almost any reason. Satan worked through them just as He did Eve. “Ye shall be as gods.” Jesus responded in a kind but stern way, but they were not held in high esteem by the remaining disciples who coveted for themselves the honor James and John were seeking.

Peter probably thought back to the time recorded in Matthew 16 when Jesus was describing how He was to be killed in verse 21. Peter not realizing his vulnerability to Satan’s power immediately rebuked Jesus in verse 22 saying, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.”

Jesus knew Satan was present and although Peter thought Jesus was counter-rebuking him, he was actually addressing Satan and said in verse 23, “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.”

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” Verses 24 & 25.
Seated there at the last meal Peter would ever share with His Savior this side of the cross, I can imagine he may have been still licking his wounds from that stern rebuke, witnessed by the others in this first church of Christ.
Then I can imagine Peter refocusing to what had happened after the Passover meal. In the absence of a servant, when no one offered to wash the disciple’s feet, not one of his fellow disciples would even think of stooping to such a sad state of dishonor. Then Peter watched Jesus get up and gird Himself with a towel and take a basin of clean water, then one by one He tenderly washed the accumulated dust from the feet of each one. He thought to himself, “Why Jesus are you humiliating yourself? When You questioned me, I already told you that “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:16. His thoughts continued, “Why would you do such a menial task? I just can’t let you embarrass yourself when you come to me.”
We read what happened next in John 13:6-10, “Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.” And of course Jesus was speaking of His betrayer Judas.

Then Jesus went on to give the disciples more counsel, but not for them only, but for Christians everywhere and for all time. John 13:12-17, “So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 

Would you let Jesus wash your feet? In a way, when you are participating in the Ordnance of humility, Jesus is washing your feet vicariously through the person who is following Jesus’ example by performing the act.
Pride was an issue with the disciples, but after this that Jesus did, they were beginning to see the evil of that character flaw.
After the experience of the cross and the 40 days Jesus spent with them, until His ascension, pride, or shall I say Satan was fast losing his grip on the disciples.
Ten days after the ascension, where they had gathered in the upper room, they were finally ready. They loved each other deeply with all the love Christ had given them and if need be they would lay down their life for their brother. No selfish desires ruled their spirits, only the desire to live their lives within the will of God and to work for the master in winning souls to Christ. All now of one accord, they were ready to receive the rain of the Holy Spirit of God. There they waited patiently for the promise Jesus made them in Acts 1:8, His last words just prior to His departure, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
We read now Acts 2:1-4, “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
These other tongues were the 16 known languages listed in verses 9-11. Every man regardless of their language heard the disciples preach to them in their own language. Can you imagine if there were 5 or 6 men standing in close proximity to each other, yet each hearing the message in their own language?
What was the result? Acts 2:41, 42, “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” The church of Christ was growing ….

Let us pray…
We will now separate for the ordnance of humility. Ladies in the fellowship hall and men in the children’s room.
